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2019 FALL 
REGISTRATION 
KICK-OFF 
Walk-In Registration 
South Holland Residents Only

Thursday, August 29
9:00am - 7:00pm 
Walk-In Registration
Residents and Non-Residents

Friday, August 30
9:00am - 7:00pm
Saturday, August 31
9:00am - 2:30pm
Online Registration Begins

Friday, August 30
7:00am



FROM YOUR MAYOR

Dear South Holland Residents and Friends,

The time has quickly come for our youth to 
return to school, refreshed and ready to learn 
after a fun-filled summer. In the coming weeks, 
our streets will be filled with yellow buses, our 
sidewalks with students in their newest 
back-to-school gear.

Even for adults, this season brings about an innate 
desire to focus and set new goals. The long and 
relaxing days of summer are almost over; now is 
the time to get back to our regular routine, both at 
home and work.

Of course, work and education are closely linked, 
as one cannot happen well without the other. 
Strong education is imperative here in South 
Holland, and I am delighted by the energy coming 
from our leaders at our public and private schools. 
Our teachers and administrators are more 
committed than ever to engagement, innovation, 
and creating a challenging classroom environment. 
I am confident that in the coming years, our 
community will see many benefits from their 
commitment.

This issue of South Holland Living celebrates the 
exciting back-to-school season. From our youngest 
residents at the South Holland Community Center 
Preschool, to our top middle school, high school 
and college students, and to parents who help 
lead their children to success in and out of the 
classroom. This issue just scratches the surface of 
South Holland’s vibrant educational scene.

Whether you are a student, parent, grandparent, 
or educator, let’s all work together to make this 
school year the best ever. I am here to cheer you 
on along the way.

Don A. De Graff
Mayor
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D ID YOU KN OW?

LEA RN AB OUT THE VILLAGE ORD INA NC E S THAT HELP KEEP SOUTH 
HOLLA ND A C LEA N, BRIGHT A ND BEAUTIFUL C OMMUNI T Y.

Did you know…

…that it  is  the responsibi l i ty of the owner of the lot 
ad jacent to a parkway to maintain the trees and the 
grass in the parkway?
 
…that it  is  unlawful  for anyone to engage in home 
sol ic itat ion sales with in the v i l lage without f irst secur ing 
a l icense from the pol ice department?
 
…that no person shal l  permit garbage or household 
waste to accumulate on their  premises for more than 
seven days?
 
…that any dog,  whi le on a street,  s idewalk ,  publ ic way or 
other publ ic space,  shal l  be secured by a leash or chain 
of no more than s ix feet in length?
 
…that dogs are prohibited in al l  publ ic parks?

For more informati on about Vi l lage ordinanc es,  cal l  the 
Bui lding and C od e D epar tment at  708.210.2900.
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Cruise 
Night

South Holland 
Town Center Social 

and 

August 24
4:00-8:00pm

Town Center Commons 
South Park Avenue north of Route 6

VISIT SOUTHHOLLAND.ORG 
FOR MORE INFO.

Live Music  
Food Vendors
Bounce Houses
Face Painting
Fun for Kids  
and 
Adults!



WHAT’S HAPPE NING A ROUND SOUTH HOLLA ND

RESIDENT RECOGNITION 
It’s been an exciting year for South Holland School District 151 board 
member Lanell Gilbert. On April 29, Gilbert was elected as president 
of the South Holland School District 151 Board of Education. He has 
been on the school board since January 1999. On June 6, he was 
also elected as the director of the South Cook Division of the Illinois 
Association of School Boards. He is the first African-American man to 
hold this position.

Gilbert, a resident of South Holland since 1994, also serves as pastor 
of the Family Ministry of Nehemiah Christian Center Ministries Church 
in Harvey and is an active member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. 
He has shown his commitment and continuous dedication of serving 
others. “I love living in a community where we share the same core 
values, faith, family and future,” he says.
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VILLAGE NE WS

HOUSING MARKET ON RISE 
The housing market in South Holland has rebounded nicely from the 
market crash of a decade ago and has shown a dramatic increase in just 
the past three years. In 2016, the average list price of a home for sale 
in the village was $111,069 and the average sales price was $106,718. 
Houses for sale averaged 103 days on the market. In 2017, those 
numbers had shown sharp increases. The average list price had climbed 
to $132,355 with the average sales price increasing to $129,122. It took 
on average 97 days for homes to sell. Last year, the numbers jumped 
again. Average list price was $150,088 and the average selling price has 
jumped to $146,852. And it took only 70 days for houses to sell in 2018.

ROAD REMINDERS 
Van Dam Road at Route 6 is still under construction to allow for a 
larger intersection. A portion of the road will be closed for a 10-day 
period. We will post the exact dates at southholland.org, our Facebook 
page, and via an email newsletter. If you have not signed up for our 
email newsletter, you can do so at southholland.org.

LIFESAVING TECHNOLOGY 
South Holland is constantly looking for ways to provide the finest 
emergency care for our residents. Now, South Holland firefighter/
paramedics have new tools for helping heart patients who need chest 
compressions. The AutoPulse Resuscitation System squeezes the 
chest of victims of sudden cardiac arrest to improve blood flow to 
the heart and brain. The device automatically sizes to the patient and 
has shown improved outcomes in numerous clinical trials. The system 
is designed to maintain compressions while paramedics are moving 
down stairwells, around corners and even in elevators. It reduces 
interruptions in compressions during transport by more than 85 
percent. 
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SOUTH HOLLA ND SPOR TS

SOUTH HOLLA ND JE TS

The South Hol land Jets are set to k ick off their  47th season!  Al l  f ive footbal l  levels 
ages 6-14 and two cheer levels ages 6-10 have begun pract ice sessions to prepare 

for a seven-game schedule and playoffs/competit ion.  The Opening Day game wi l l 
take place on Sunday,  August 25,  as the Jets host their  longt ime r ivals ,  the Eastside 

(Kankakee) Bul ldogs,  at Thornwood High School .  The f irst of f ive games wi l l  k ick off 
at 10 a.m. Come on out ,  wear your green and white,  indulge in great food from the 

concession stand,  and help cheer the young men and young ladies to v ictory!  

Volunteer opportunit ies are avai lable;  p lease emai l  so.hol land. jets72@gmai l .com. 
For more information and for the Jets game schedule,  v is it  shjets .org. 

C ongratulati ons to the fol lowing 
1st  Pla c e winners of  our 
Memorial  D ay Parad e f loat 
c ontest!

MA RC HING BA ND D IVI SI ON:  
C ool idge Middle School  Band

PROFE SSI ONA L FLOAT: 
S pir it  of  God Fel lowship

AMATEUR FLOAT: 
C ottage Grove C hrist ian C hurch

WA LKING UNI T: 
D azzl ing Diamonds

MOTOR UNI T:
S pyd er Rid ers

A NNUA L MAYOR’S TROPHY:
Wess Towing

MEMORIA L DAY PA RA DE 
FLOAT WINNER S
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OUT A ND AB OUT

FAC E S FROM E VE NTS A ROUND THE VILLAGE

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION

South Holland’s 85th annual Independence Day 
Celebration took place at Veterans Memorial Park. 
Community members gathered for a day full of 
activities, music, and food. The day kicked off with a Rib 
Fest contest, where competitors showcased their best 
cooking skills and Mayor Don De Graff thanked everyone 
for participating. Friends and families of the community 
enjoyed live music, line dancing, games, contests, and 
much more throughout the day. As the sun went down, 
everyone awaited the most anticipated part of the 
event—fireworks! Vibrant fireworks graced the sky and 
were a spectacular end to the day. 



OUT A ND AB OUT

FAC E S FROM E VE NTS A ROUND THE VILLAGE

SOUTH HOLLAND MUNICIPAL BAND 75TH ANNIVERSARY

The South Holland Municipal Band celebrated their 75th anniversary with a concert at Van ‘O Park 
followed by a reception at the nearby Legion Hall. Friends and fans of the band gathered on a beautiful 
summer evening to hear a variety of musical arrangements led by director Roland Rose. Afterward, 
attendees filled Legion Hall to enjoy cake and refreshments served by the South Holland Garden Club.
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SHOWCASE YOUR WORK AT OUR 
ANNUAL ARTISTS’ GALLERY! 
Ar t ists of a l l  ages are welcome.

October 2-5,  2019
South Hol land Community Center

501 East 170th Street

Register at southhol land.org or at 
Vi l lage Hal l  ( 16226 Wausau Avenue) .

Calling 
All Artists
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CA LE NDA R OF E VE NTS

August 1 4
BLOOD DRIVE

10am-2pm, South Hol land Publ ic L ibrary, 
16250 Wausau Ave

Celebrate National  Minor ity Donor 
Awareness Week by donating blood.  Pre-
register for an appointment by cal l ing the 

L ibrary’s Information Desk at 708.527.3160. 
The Vi l lage is awarding two lucky blood 

donors a $50 Amazon gift  card. 

August 24
MOVIE IN THE PA RK

At dusk,  Veterans Park ,  160th Pl 
and South Park Ave

The Lego Movie wi l l  be shown on a big 
screen in the park for free.  Concessions wi l l 
be open throughout the movie.  Remember 

to br ing chairs or blankets.  

TOWN C E NTER SOC IA L A ND C R UI SE NIGHT
4-8pm, 16113 South Park Ave

Vintage and exot ic cars wi l l  be on display, 
l ive music ,  a fu l l  ser ies of act iv it ies and 

games,  and food vendors.  This is  a great 
opportunity to connect with fami ly ,  fr iends, 

and neighbors!

August 22 and S eptember 2
SOUTH HOLLA ND MUNIC IPA L BA ND 

C ONC ER TS
The South Hol land Munic ipal  Band wi l l 

perform August 22 at 7 p.m. at Veterans 
Memorial  Park .  The f inal  concer t of the 

season is at 3 p.m. on September 2 at the 
Heritage Fest ival  at Paarlberg Park .

S eptember 2
HERI TAGE FE ST

9am-4pm, Paarlberg Park ,
172nd & Paxton Ave 

Heritage Fest ,  hosted by the South Hol land 
Histor ical  Society,  wi l l  have a magic show, 

DJ, food,  l ine dancing and music by the 
South Hol land Munic ipal  Band and Master 

Chorale.

S eptember 10
MAYOR’S C OFFEE

7pm, South Hol land Community Center ,
501 E 170th St

Residents can meet with the mayor and 
enjoy coffee and refreshments.

HERI TAGE FE ST



 southholland.org        11

S eptember 1 4
HERI TAGE HAUL

7am (opening ceremony) , 
Veterans Memorial  Park ,  450 E 160th Pl

The 14th annual  Her itage Haul  features a 5K 
Run/ Walk ,  10K,  and half  marathon.  Runners 
can s ign up at southhol land.org/haul  or at 

Vi l lage Hal l .  F ifty percent of each registrat ion 
fee benefits the Special  Olympics I l l inois 

regional  off ice,  whose events and programs 
support athletes in South Hol land and 

surrounding communit ies .  Read more about 
Heritage Haul  on page 21 .

AUGUST 20
WHAT A RE WE GOING TO D O THI S 

WEEKE ND?  
7pm

Moll y  Page,  author of  100 Things to D o 
in  C hicago Before You Die,  wi l l  help you 

answer that nagging questi on,  “What are 
we going to do this  weekend?” C opies of 
her book wi l l  be avai lable for  purchase.

AUGUST 22
B ODY SMA R T GA RDE NING

7pm
Learn how to protect  yourself  from injur y 

whi le  gard ening.  Registrati on required.

SEPTEMBER 3-24
BEGINNING STEPPIN’

7pm
Learn this  eig ht-c ount danc e that reflects 
the inf luenc es of  vari ous danc e st yles l ike 

the j i tterbug,  swing,  and salsa.

SEPTEMBER 1 4 
HATHA YOGA

1pm
I t ’s  Nati onal  Yoga Month!  Al ign and calm 
your body,  mind,  and spir it  in  during this 

relaxing yoga experienc e. 

SEPTEMBER 1 8
C HAIR YOGA

1pm
C hair  yoga isn’t  just  for  seni ors!  C ome and 

learn what chair  yoga is  al l  about.

AT THE 
LIBRA RY

THE FOLLOWING ARE PROGRAMS 
HELD AT THE SOUTH HOLLAND PUBLIC 

LIBRARY (NORTH MEETING ROOM),
 16250 WAUSAU AVE. 

STAY IN 
THE LOOP! 

For updates,  events,  and a 
snapshot of  Vi l lage l ife:

•  Fol low the Vi l lage of 
S outh Hol land on Fa c ebook, 

Instagram and Twitter. 

•  Sign up for  our emai l 
newsletter at

 southhol land.org.
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Many of us l ike to share good news, 
celebrat ions,  recipes,  bargains,  and 
ideas with others.  The ut i l izat ion of 
modern day technology has afforded 
us the opportunity to share information 
across the state,  country and the world. 
I t  has provided a vehic le by which we can 
connect worldwide with fami ly ,  fr iends 
and even indiv iduals we do not know unt i l 
they become our “fr iend.”  We can share 
a plethora of information about every 
topic imaginable.  Unfor tunately ,  th is 
same vehic le of technology,  with al l  of i ts 
posit ive advantages,  a lso carr ies negative 
consequences.  In a t ime when bul ly ing, 
s lander,  and acts of hatred seem to be at 
an al l-t ime high,  many of our technology 
out lets have been used to fuel  hateful 
and harmful  messages versus posit ive, 
upl i ft ing,  encouraging and inspir ing ones. 

This state of affairs leads me to ref lect on 
what Jesus would do.  In reviewing several 
Bible scr iptures and bibl ical  pr inc ip les,  I 
recal l  Luke 6:27-28: “But to you who are 
l istening I  say:  Love your enemies,  do good 
to those who hate you,  b less those who 
curse you,  pray for those who mistreat 
you.”  John 13:35 says,  “By th is everyone 
wi l l  know that you are my disc ip les,  i f  you 
love one another .”  Then,  I  Cor inthians 13:13 
cont inues with the statement,  “And now 
these three remain:  fa ith ,  hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love.”

When we are shar ing information, 
comments,  statements or opin ions,  are we 
evaluat ing their  value to upl i ft  and br ing 
posit ive results or are we thought less in 
our act ions and the consequences that 
would result  from them? I  real ly wonder 
how pleasant it  would be in our fami l ies , 
neighborhoods,  communit ies,  states and 
even our world i f  we would pract ice more 
compassion and shared more love to 

one another .  We usual ly have faith that 
th ings wi l l  get better in our world;  most 
of us hope that th ings wi l l  get better in 
our world;  now I  chal lenge you to love one 
another so th ings would be better .  Let us 
chal lenge our Chr ist ian walk and spir itual 
matur ity by putt ing into pract ice the act 
of lov ing one another as Chr ist loves us. 
I  bel ieve that i f  each of us takes on the 
Love Chal lenge,  we would see a s ignif icant 
difference everywhere we go.  In the day 
of modern technology,  let ’s use the socia l 
media vehic le to share love,  sow love and 
to display acts of compassion. 

There is a song by Dionne Warwick that 
says,  “What the world needs now is love 
sweet love.  I t ’s  the only th ing that there’s 
just too l i tt le of .  What the world needs 
now is love sweet love,  No not just for 
some but for everyone.”  I t  is  so interest ing 
that those lyr ics are as relevant today as 
they were in 1966 when they were written. 

This world needs more love.  Let ’s do our 
par t to share love by al lowing the love of 
Chr ist to f low from our heart to others. 
After al l ,  that ’s what being a bel iever in 
Chr ist is  a l l  about.

FAITH INMotion
WHAT A RE YOU SHA RING?

By Elder Phyl l is  Neuman Brown of Free Spir it  Min ister ia l  Worship Center

Elder Phyllis Neuman Brown 
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BEAUT Y B OOM
THE RI SE OF BEAUT Y BUSINE SS IN SOUTH HOLLA ND, A ND E VERYWHERE

ASK THE Experts
Beauty is big business.  About a mi l l ion people 
are employed in the pr imary service segment 
of the market .  For hair  sty l ists ,  cosmetologists , 
manicur ists and sk incare special ists ,  the 
number of professionals in the f ie ld is 
expected to r ise by at least 10 percent by 
2024. It ’s  an industry that tends to thr ive even 
dur ing economic downturns,  inc luding the 2008 
recession.

Azuka Morah,  owner of Great Face Café,  has 
been in business for 17 years in South Hol land 
and bel ieves a reason for the cont inued 
success in the beauty industry is  socia l  media. 
“There are celebr it ies making tons of money 
in th is industry,  p lus a plethora of YouTube 
tutor ia ls that have made makeup very 
appeal ing,”  she says.

The Great Face Café has its own l ine of 
cosmetics for women of color in addit ion to 
offer ing brow waxing,  indiv idual  lashes and 
makeup appl icat ion.  “We do makeup for br idal 
par t ies,  prom send-offs and any other special 
occasion,”  Morah says.  She enjoys having the 
freedom to be creat ive in the workplace.  “ I t  is 
a blessing to work with in my purpose instead 
of work ing a job which sets l imits on my l i fe . ”

Michel le Paino agrees that socia l  media has 
played a large role in how beauty care is 
perceived and promoted.  “Another reason is 
because the idea of self-care has shifted from 
being self ish to being a necessity , ”  Paino adds.

She owns Div in ity Luxe Beauty Bar,  which 
opened in ear ly 2017 as an upscale beauty bar 
that provides expert eyebrow shaping,  eyelash 
extensions,  fu l l  body waxing,  professional 
makeup ar t istry and sk incare services.

As a self-professed people person,  Paino says 
she is in her e lement as an owner/operator 

By Carrie Steinweg
Photos by Isaiah Easter

Michelle Paino is the owner of Divinity Luxe 
Beauty Bar, one of the four beauty businesses 

in South Holland.
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with the opportunity to work one-on-one with 
customers.  She also l ikes providing a space for 
fel low esthet ic ians and beauty professionals to 
service their  c l ients and grow in the f ie ld .

Gl itz F ix Waxing Studio was founded in 
November of 2015 and offers fu l l-body waxing 
and v-steams. Owner Ashley Harr is says she 
bel ieves that beauty services thr ive because of 
the posit ive feel ings and confidence it  creates 
in c l ients .  “No matter what people go through 
in l i fe ,  self-care can upl i ft  one’s spir its , ”  says 
Harr is .  “The thing I  most l ike about running my 
business is the day-to-day interact ions with my 
c l ients and being a par t of their  l ives in such a 
special  and unique way.”

Ashely Simon, owner of Ay Renee Spa, loves 
being in a business where she can serve others 

and make them feel  better about themselves. 
She also bel ieves South Hol land is a pr ime 
spot for beauty-related businesses l ike her 
lash lounge and beauty bar because of its 
accessibi l i ty v ia the interstate,  which makes 
the v i l lage an easy commute for Chicago and 
Indiana customers as wel l  as those in the 
suburbs.

The boom in beauty is par t of an overal l 
movement toward health ier l iv ing,  S imon 
explains.  “ I  th ink that society as a whole is 
trending toward people being more health-
conscious and people are more consciously 
awake to their  physical  appearance,”  she says. 
“ I  th ink everything has gone Hol lywood and 
everyone wants to look good and feel  good.”

Ay Renee S pa LLC
1040A E 162nd St

708.825.9006
ayreneespa.com

 
Divinit y Luxe Beaut y Bar

629 E 162nd St
708.872.0161

div in ity luxebeautybar.com

Great Fa c e C afé
250 W 162nd St

708.339.2157
greatfacecafe.com

Glitz  Fi x
16146 State St

708.566.1811
g l i tzf i xwaxingstudio.com

SOUTH HOLLA ND BEAUT Y B OUTIQUE S

Divinity Luxe Beauty Bar is one of several businesses offering services like waxing, lash extensions, skincare and makeup.



MOTHER OF B OYS
PARENTING YOUR KIDS TO SUCCESS THIS SCHOOL YEAR

By Shanetta Davis
Photos by Michelle Hamstra

Being a Mother of Boys is the best ,  most chal lenging,  most interest ing,  yet most 
rewarding assignment I ’ l l  ever take on.  The idea of rais ing the men of the future is 
e lectr ify ing and int imidat ing but I  am up for the chal lenge.  Whether it ’s  preparing 
Darnel l ,  17 ,  for h is f i rst year of col lege;  travel ing across the country for basebal l 
tournaments with Derr ick ,  10;  pract ic ing addit ion problems and sports dr i l ls  with Dylan, 
5;  or learning ABCs and 123s with Dal las,  1—this mom is on the go from son up to son 
down! 

Because I  take my role as a Mother of Boys so ser iously ,  I  am ful ly  committed to and 
heavi ly involved in every organizat ion my sons are aff i l iated with,  inc luding Calv in 
Chr ist ian School ,  Lou Col l ier Basebal l  Associat ion,  and the South Hol land Jets Youth 
Organizat ion.  I t  is  tru ly fu lf i l l ing for me to commit my free t ime to th ings my chi ldren 
truly love and enjoy. 
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AS WE PREPA RE F OR KIDS TO EMBA RK ON A NE W SC HOOL YEA R,  HERE I S A LOOK 
AT SOME EDUCATI ON-THEMED STORIE S HAPPE NING A ROUND THE VILLAGE.

back to school
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Und erstanding that being present for  our 
chi ldren is  cr it ical  for  their  d evelopment, 
here are some t ips parents can use to 
enc ourage a cad emic and emoti onal  succ ess 
as we rol l  into the new school  year: 

1 .   Focus on your chi ld ’s g ifts and talents as 
    wel l  as the things he is most passionate 
    about. 
2.  Embrace how your chi ld learns and never 
    make him feel  insecure when things don’t 
    come easi ly .
3 .  Connect what your chi ld learns in school 
    to real- l i fe ,  real  wor ld s ituat ions. 
4 .  Help your chi ld get organized and work at 
    a steady pace that doesn’t  overwhelm 
    h im. 
5.  Encourage your chi ld to take control  of 
    h is future and success by doing h is best . 
6.  Inc lude your chi ld ’s fr iends by promoting 
    healthy relat ionships and conf l ict 
    resolut ion strategies. 
7 .  Promote excel lence in al l  that he does! 

Also,  whi le  there is  no blueprint  to 
parenting,  here are a few ta ctics  that have 
helped me manage my busy schedule on a 
dai l y  basis: 

1 .   B lend (not balance) your work ,  school , 
    and fami ly l i fe . 
2.  Delegate and rely on support .  This is 
    especial ly  d iff icult  for me but I  have 
    learned to accept that someone else may 
    not do things exact ly how I  would but 
    they wi l l  do their  best with the best 
    interest of the chi ldren at the forefront . 
3 .  Learn to say no.  I t  is  perfect ly f ine not to 
    overcommit yourself  to th ings that are 
    not your h ighest pr ior ity . 
4 .  Schedule your act ions and s lay your 
    goals !

By far ,  the most excit ing th ing I ’ve done as 
a Mother of Boys,  is  b ir thed The SONshine 
Party—a fami ly l i festy le and enter tainment 
company that provides experient ia l  events 
for young men and their  mothers.  Through 
our events,  we offer mothers and sons a 
safe space for bonding,  network ing,  and 
growing in love.  Through our fel lowship,  we 
are a community committed to celebrat ing 
our sons in the most extraordinary ways. 
Bel iev ing that a chi ld ’s interact ion with h is 
mother sparks a l i fe long journey of learning, 
i t  is  my hope that I  exempl ify for my sons 

a relent less work ethic ,  a wi l l ingness to put 
others f irst ,  and an unapologet ic dr ive to 
operate from a place of excel lence.  I  wi l l 
a lways encourage my sons to take r isks and 
do everything big ! 

Shanetta Davis is  a South Hol land resident 
who is h ighly act ive in the community:  wife 
of South Hol land Litt le League president, 
Derr ick Davis ;  brand and market ing v is ionary 
behind the consult ing f irm The Davis 
Connect;  a member of South Hol land’s 
Economic Development Counci l ;  and Publ ic 
Relat ions Chairman of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Soror ity ,  Inc .  For more information on 
The SONshine Party,  emai l  celebrate@
thesonshineparty.com.

The Davis family: Darnell, Dallas, Shanetta, 
Derrick Sr., Derrick Jr., Dylan
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FROM DUSK TO DAWN
PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR CELEBRATES DECADES OF SERVICE

Story and photos by Isaiah Easter

For Dawn Stremplewski ,  2019 marks the 30th year that she has been pouring into the 
l ives of young chi ldren at the South Hol land Community Center Preschool .

After graduating from Marian Cathol ic High School  in 1989, Dawn took a posit ion as a 
summer camp counselor for the South Hol land Community Center upon her mother’s 
suggest ion.  From there,  she was offered to work at the preschool  in the fal l .  Accepting 
the posit ion,  she thus launched her br ight career. 

Dawn says she has always loved work ing with k ids.  When she was young,  she imagined 
herself  having f ive or s i x of her own. Now having worked in the preschool  for so many 
years,  she “feels l ike she has had hundreds.”  For her ,  work ing with k ids br ings the most joy. 
“They are al l  so unique and lov ing,”  Dawn says.  “ I  tru ly love my job.  I  am so blessed to be 
here.” 

Throughout her t ime at the preschool ,  Dawn has found that the best way to faci l i tate 
k ids’  growth is to make sure the chi ldren know that you care about them and that you 
respect them. Putt ing th is in act ion,  Dawn makes sure to create an environment that 
is  a lways improving and provides what is best for the k ids.  She takes t ime to see how 
society changes and how to teach the k ids most effect ively whi le being sure to do so in a 
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PRESCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE
Meet Mrs. Dawn and the 
Preschool staff and visit the 
classroom at their upcoming 
open house! 

August 21, 2019
10-11am and 6-7pm

South Holland 
Community Center

501 E. 170th St.

708.331.2940

fun and excit ing way.  “ I  want them to experience 
opportunit ies they might not otherwise be able to 
do,”  Dawn says,  ref lect ing on a camp tr ip to the 
Museum of Science and Industry . 

Dawn applauds her team for helping her 
accompl ish th is goal .  “ I t ’s  not just me in the 
program,” she says.  “ I f  I  d idn’t  have my team, then 
it  real ly wouldn’t  be as successful .  I t  real ly does 
take a v i l lage to run a preschool . ” 

Dawn says she takes comfort in knowing that she 
and her team help bui ld a good foundation for 
k ids’  l ives.   She loves to see the k ids grow. Some 
of her students even return to work for her .  “ I t  is 
so sat isfy ing to see these k ids become doctors, 
accountants,  bankers,  and teachers,”  she says.  “ I 
love when they come back to say hi  because I  feel 
l i ke I  d id a job wel l  done.”

Now in her 30th year at the preschool ,  Dawn is st i l l 
over joyed to be work ing with chi ldren,  just as she 
was fresh out of h igh school  in 1989. 

Fal l  registrat ion is in progress at South Suburban Col lege (SSC).  The 2019 Fal l 
semester begins the week of Monday,  August 19th for both credit  and non-credit 
c lasses at the col lege’s main campus and Oak Forest Center .  The fal l  semester is 
an excel lent opportunity for students to begin or resume pursuing their  col lege 
goals at a convenient ,  affordable inst itut ion that is  focused on student success. 

MAKE YOUR NEXT MOVE
For c lass schedules and to register ,  v is it  ssc.edu or contact the 
Admissions Office at 708.210.5718.

C ONTINUING EDUCATI ON 
AT SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE
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THE NE W ST UDE NT GOVERNME NT DAY
By Mia Bearden 

Photos by Mark Hall and Lawrence Bickerstaff

Every year, the Village of South Holland hosts local students for its annual Student Government event. This 
year’s event, which occurred in May, took on a brand new format that brought fresh life to the experience. 

In previous years, the Village hosted Student Government Night, where a select group of students from 
South Holland schools facilitated a mock Village Board meeting by presenting a report. This year, the 
administration chose to switch gears, providing students with a half-day experience and introduction to 
day-to-day functionality of Village government. One boy and one girl—each honor roll students in 8th or 9th 
grade—were chosen from six South Holland schools to participate.

The day began with a short orientation at Village Hall, followed by a guided visit to various Village 
departments, where they were given a facility tour, experienced direct interactions with staff members, and 
learned about careers in government and the importance of an involved citizenry. The event culminated 
with a pizza lunch in the company of Mayor De Graff, the Village Board of Trustees, and the Village 
Leadership team. 

The workshop held by the Recreational Services department included a tour of the Community Center. 
Students met the employees who make the center run and also tried some of the workout equipment, even 
while wearing dress clothes. 

In another workshop held by the Human Resources department, students learned tips on what to do and 
not do at a job interview. “I learned how first impressions are very important,” says Jayda Taylor, who 
attended Calvary Academy at the time but is at Marian Catholic High School this fall. “I also learned how I 

C ONTINUING EDUCATI ON 
AT SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE



20  AUGUST  |  SEPTEMBER 2019

should act in an interview and what I should wear. It was helpful 
to hear from someone who has actually hired someone before 
and get their point of view.” 

Some of the students participated in a workshop held by the 
Police Department. “The police shared their experiences,” says 
Devin Melvin, now a sophomore at Unity Christian Academy. 
“They also demonstrated how they investigate crime scenes by 
letting us take our fingerprints off a water bottle. It was really 
fun.” Devin’s favorite part was when the police showed them 
how to use the police sirens, he says. 

Another one of the more interactive workshops took place at 
the Public Works department, where students were able to ride 
in and operate construction equipment. At the Fire Department, 
students held the running hose attached to a fire truck and 
watched videos of firefighters in action. 

Student Government Day came to a close at the Community 
Center. All students had lunch with Mayor Don De Graff, Village 
Trustees, and the department heads who lead the workshops, 
then viewed a vibrant slideshow of photos from their activities of 
the day. 

Reflecting on the day, Jayda says, “I was surprised at how much 
work firefighters do and how much work they put in. I was also 
surprised by how many people help to make South Holland run. 
They do a lot.”  

Devin adds, “The day in general was surprising to me, I did not 
know what to expect. It was helpful, I was able to understand 
the different jobs and what they do for the community.” Devin 
and Jayda both say they would recommend this experience for 
anyone who qualifies and would do it again if they could. 

The students are not the only ones who enjoyed the day. Pat 
Mahon, Deputy Village Administrator, deemed it a success as 
well. “Student Government Day was excellent,” she says. “It 
provided students with a more practical view and enticed them 
to have positions in government. They are actually experiencing 
and talking with elected officials, it was great.” 

DO YOU WANT 
TO BE A PART 

OF STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT DAY 

THIS SCHOOL YEAR? 

All 8th and 9th grade 
students who make the 

honor roll at the following 
schools qualify:

• Calvary Academy
• Calvin Christian

• Christ Our Savior
• McKinley Junior High

• Thornwood High School
 • Unity Christian Academy 

WORK HARD 
AND HOPEFULLY 

WE WILL SEE YOU
 IN THE FALL!

Devin Melvin of Unity Christian Academy in the Public Works session

Jayda Taylor of Calvary Academy
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       SOME THING Special
In  September,  the Vi l lage of South Hol land is 
host ing the 14th annual  Her itage Haul ,  a 5K 
run/ walk ,  10K,  and half  marathon race that 
takes runners through the Vi l lage’s most scenic 
neighborhoods. 

This year,  the Vi l lage is par tner ing with Special 
Olympics I l l inois ,  a not-for-profit  organizat ion 
offer ing year-round train ing and competit ion 
in 18 spor ts for athletes with and without 
intel lectual  d isabi l i t ies .  The goal  of the 
organizat ion’s programs is to enhance physical 
f i tness,  motor sk i l ls ,  self-confidence,  socia l 
sk i l ls  and encourage fami ly and community 
support .

F ifty percent of every Heritage Haul 
registrat ion fee wi l l  benefit  the Special 
Olympics I l l inois regional  off ice,  whose events 
and programs support athletes in South 
Hol land and surrounding communit ies .  Many 
of their  local  athletes wi l l  be running in and 
volunteer ing for Heritage Haul  as wel l .

We had the chance to learn more about the 
Special  Olympics experience in a conversat ion 
with Patty Welsh,  assistant director of the 
regional  off ice,  and Victor ia Traylor ,  a Special 
Olympics athlete and Thornwood High School 
graduate. 

“Local ly we host 19 different spor ts in our 
region,”  Welsh says.  “Thornwood High School 
is  one of our biggest supporters.  They 
provide faci l i t ies for mult ip le events inc luding 

basketbal l ,  our spr ing games,  and in a pinch 
we can cal l  them and pretty much use it  for 
anything we want.”

Traylor graduated from Thornwood last year 
and was a mult i-spor t athlete for Special 

A NNUA L R UNNING E VE NT 
TAKE S ON A NE W PA R TNER

By Julia Perla Huisman

Patty Welsh, Assistant Director of Special Olympics Region E, and 
Victoria Traylor, Special Olympics athlete / Photo by Isaiah Easter
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Ol ympics,  having par tic ipated in  tra ck, 
vol leybal l ,  cheerleading,  golf  and g ymnastics. 
“What I  l ike best  about spor ts is  hanging 
around with fr iends and gett ing to know new 
people,”  she says.  “Plus it  gets me a ctive and 
out of  the house.”  Traylor  l ikes r unning in 
par ticular  because of  “the freedom, the air , 
and my favorite vid eo game chara cter is  S onic 
the Hedgehog,”  she says with a smile.

S pecial  Ol ympics has played a vital  role in 
suppor ting and enriching Traylor ’s  athletic 
experienc es.  “ It  helped me und erstand I ’m 
not the onl y one with special  needs,  there’s 
a  bunch of  people in  the world who has a 
disabi l it y,”  she says.  “ It  makes me feel  better 
and it  makes me feel  l ike,  ‘Wow, I  can do 
anything. ’ ”

The funds raised from Heritage Haul  wi l l 
help pay for  the uniforms,  equipment,  and 
c ompetit i on fees for  S pecial  Ol ympics 
athletes.  “We were pleased when the Vi l lage 
approa ched us about par tnering with the 
Heritage Haul ,”  Welsh says.  “ It  wi l l  br ing us 
more than just  revenue,  but also publ ic it y  in 
the c ommunit y.”

J.  Wynsma,  S outh Hol land Vi l lage 
Administrator,  says,  “The Vi l lage of  S outh 
Hol land,  most notabl y throug h our Pol ic e 
D epar tment,  has a long-r unning relati onship 
with S pecial  Ol ympics,  not  onl y because of 
its  a ct ive presenc e at  Thornwood Hig h School 
but also because we share the same values. 
We felt  i t  was a natural  f it  to  suppor t  them 
throug h Heritage Haul ,  our biggest  athletic 
event of  the year.”

Those interested in  suppor ting the S pecial 
Ol ympics via the Heritage Haul  can do so 

in  three ways:  by r unning or  volunteering 
for  the ra c e,  or  giving a financial  donati on 
directl y  to S pecial  Ol ympics.  The registrati on 
for  al l  three of  those opti ons can be found at 
southhol land.org/ haul .

Heritage Haul  takes pla c e on S eptember 1 4, 
with a 7  a.m.  opening c eremony at  Veterans 
Memorial  Park.  The ra c e spans from a 5K walk 
to a half  marathon,  so people of  al l  ages and 
a ctivit y levels  can par tic ipate.  There are new 
routes this  year,  which al low for better safet y 
and a more sc enic  route throug h the vi l lage. 
The male and female winners of  ea ch ra c e 
wi l l  rec eive a cash prize,  and awards wi l l  be 
presented to winners in  ea ch age divis i on. 
Ever y par tic ipant rec eives a finisher’s  medal .

There is  something special  about bringing 
people together to push their  bodies and 
improve their  mental  and physical  health 
throug h an athletic  event,  whether at  the 
Heritage Haul  or  S pecial  Ol ympics.  Victoria 
Traylor  sums up one of  the greatest  benefits 
of  such an experienc e:  “ It  makes me happy to 
see people tr y their  best  to do what they love 
to do.”

The Heritage Haul is South Holland’s annual 5K run/walk, 10K 
and Half Marathon. / Photo by Mark Hall

The Special Olympics Spring Games are held at Thornwood High 
School in South Holland. / Photo courtesy of Special Olympics Illinois



Saturday, September 14
7:00AM Veterans Memorial  Park160th Place & South Park Ave

the village 
of south
holland
PRESENTS

Participant Perks
• Cash Prizes
• Chip Timing
• Finisher Medals
• Race T-shir t

southhol land.org/haul

Register Today!
Sign up by August 31

to receive 20% off

your entry price!

Fifty percent of every registration fee wil l  benefit  the Special 
Olympics I l l inois regional off ice, whose events and programs 

support athletes in South Hol land and surrounding communit ies.

14TH ANNUAL

HERITAGE
HAUL 2019
5K RUN/WALK |  10K |  HALF MARATHON



PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SO. HOLLAND, IL 

PERMIT #4

********ECRWSSEDDM**********
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

southholland.org

September 10, 7pm

South Holland 
Community Center
501 E. 170th Street

Come meet 
Mayor Don De Graff 

and enjoy coffee 
and refreshments!

Mayor’s Coffee 


