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FROM YOUR MAYOR

Dear South Holland Residents and Friends,

The holiday season is upon us, starting with 
Thanksgiving in just a couple of weeks. During this 
season of thanks, let us reconsider the theme that 
brings together the fundamental values that South 
Holland residents hold true to heart.

In this special holiday season, I am thankful for the 
grace and faithfulness of God. It is often difficult, 
especially during times of turmoil such as what we’ve 
collectively experienced over the past two years, to 
breathe in the clear evidences of His goodness in our 
own lives and in our community. I am very thankful 
to find that my strength, joy and true comfort in life 
comes as a result of my knowing that I belong to my 
faithful Savior Jesus Christ.

As Mayor, I am both humbled and thankful to serve 
this great community, where our residents are kind, 
caring, respectful and generous. I am genuinely 
thankful for our churches, schools, businesses, and 
service organizations that daily seek to care for our 
residents and friends who live, work and worship here.

In anticipation of a new year, I share with you a 
strong sense of gratitude as we approach our future 
together. As a community, our core values will 
continue to convey that we have a heritage of “faith,” 
with a strong emphasis on “family” values, and an 
assurance of a very bright home for our “future.” 

I pray that you and your family have a very Happy 
Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas.

Don A. De Graff
Mayor
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D ID YOU KN OW?

LEA RN AB OUT THE VILLAGE ORD INA NC E S THAT HELP KEEP SOUTH 
HOLLA ND A C LEA N, BRIGHT A ND BEAUTIFUL C OMMUNI T Y.

Did you know.. .

… that your house numbers must be v is ib le from the 
street and must be 4 inches high?

… that it  is  unlawful  for anyone to engage in home 
sol ic itat ion sales with in the v i l lage without f irst 
secur ing a l icense from the pol ice department?

… that garbage or household waste must not 
accumulate in a resident’s premises for more than 
seven days?

… if  a f ire hydrant is  located on your property,  we 
are request ing you please assume the responsibi l i ty 
of keeping the snow removed around it ,  so our Fire 
Department can readi ly locate it  in the case of a f ire .

For more informati on about snow removal  and Vi l lage 
ordinanc es,  cal l  the Bui lding and C od e D epar tment at 
708.210.2900.

We are now offering a new user-friendly, electronic payment system for water bill payments. 

Pay Your Water Bill Online!Pay Your Water Bill Online!

To get started, visit southholland.org
 and click on Online Payments. 

Questions? 
Contact the Village of South Holland at

708.210.2900 or clerksoffice@southholland.org.

More payment options at your fingertips!
• Pay your utility bill anytime 24/7

• Manage your account and view up  
  to two years of payment history

• Receive email reminders when your      
   bill is ready, and for confirmation 
   after payment

• Make a one-time payment or 
  register to gain access to all 
  features

• Schedule a payment for any future 
  date (before the due date)

• Save time and avoid late or missed 
  payments

• Get text notifications about your bill 
  and have the option to pay via text
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WHAT’S HAPPE NING A ROUND SOUTH HOLLA ND

VILLAGE NE WS

NEW WAY TO PAY

The Village is offering a new, user-friendly electronic payment 
system for water bill payments. With this system, you can 
schedule recurring payments, receive your bill via email, pay 
by text, and more. Visit southholland.org and click on Online 
Payments to get started.

YARD WASTE PICKUP 

The South Holland Public Works department would like to remind 
residents that Republic Services will stop picking up yard waste 
from their totes on November 30 through the winter months. 
Pickup will resume April 1. From December through March, the 
yard waste totes can be used for regular garbage.

SNOW ORDINANCE 

Please be aware of the Village’s snow ordinance, which states 
that vehicles shall not be parked on any street if snow exceeds 
two inches or more. This helps us plow the streets effectively and 
efficiently. When shoveling snow in a driveway, we recommend 
depositing the snow to the right side (when facing the street) to 
minimize plows from blocking you in.

ADDING THE AREA CODE 

Residents with a 708 area code must now dial all 10 digits (the 
area code plus 7-digit telephone number) when placing phone 
calls, even when calling a local number. The change is part of a 
Federal Communications Commission effort to free up 988 as a 
three-digit method to call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. 

STREETLIGHT PROJECT

Beginning in 2020, we began a project to gradually replace our 
streetlights with LED heads. We replaced 300 last year, and now 
we are pleased to announce that we will replace all remaining 
821 streetlights by the end of the year, thanks to a grant from 
ComEd. The brightness and color of LED street-lighting do not 
degrade over time, so our streets will be consistently well-lit. 
Also, because of the high efficiency and long lifespan of LED 
lights, the Village will see a significant cost savings as a result 
of this project. Over 10 years, the savings is expected to be well 
above $500,000. 
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CA LE NDA R OF E VE NTS

November 20 and 21
CA LUME T HERI TAGE DAYS

10am-2pm, Sand Ridge Nature Center , 
15891 Paxton Ave

E xperienc e the r ich heritage of  the C alumet 
Regi on throug h l iv ing histor y,  intera ctive 

displays and d emonstrati ons,  historical 
reena ctments,  and guid ed walks.

D ec ember 3
WINTER WONDERLA ND

6pm, Veterans Memorial  Park , 
500 E 160th Pl

The annual  hol iday extravaganza features 
a tree l ig hting c eremony,  trol ley r id es,  an 
ic eless skating r ink,  hol iday vendors,  l ive 

music,  refreshments and more.  Visits  with 
S anta are for  S outh Hol land resid ents 

onl y and advanc e registrati on is  required; 
register at  the C ommunit y C enter.

D ec ember 4
C OFFEE WI TH F IREF IGHTER S

9am, Fire Stat ion 1 ,  16230 Wausau Ave
Resid ents can meet and talk  with members 

of  the S outh Hol land Fire D epar tment 
on the first  S aturday of  ever y month.

D ec ember 5
WINTER SPOR TS SHOWCASE

2-6pm (free cheer session 12:30pm), 
South Hol land Community Center , 

501 E 170th St
In  this  inaugural  event,  boys and gir ls 
ages 3-10 wil l  learn the fundamentals 
of  basebal l ,  basketbal l ,  footbal l ,  and 

socc er.  Registrati on is  required;  register 
at  southhol land.org or  at  the C ommunit y 

C enter.

D ec ember 7
MAYOR’S C OFFEE

7pm, South Hol land Community Center , 
501 E 170th Street

Resid ents can hear from and speak 
with M ayor D on D e Graff.  C offee and 

refreshments wi l l  be ser ved.

D ec ember 5 and 1 2
SOUTH HOLLA ND MASTER C HORA LE 

C HRI STMAS C ONC ER TS
The S outh Hol land M aster C horale is 

hosting two hol iday-themed c onc er ts in 
D ec ember.  The first  is  D ec ember 5,  4pm, at 

S t.  Joseph C athol ic  C hurch in  Homewood 
(17951 Di xie  Ave),  and the sec ond is 

D ec ember 1 2,  4pm, at  S t.  M aria Gorett i 
C athol ic  C hurch in  D yer (500 Nor thgate 
Dr) .  Both c onc er ts wi l l  feature beloved 

C hristmas carols  and hymns.

Please note that the fol lowing events are subject to be changed 
or cancel led due to Covid-19 mit igat ions.

Winter Wond erland
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D ec ember 1 4
C OMMUNI T Y POLIC ING MEE TING

10am, South Hol land Community Center , 
501 E 170th Street

The S outh Hol land Pol ic e D epar tment 
hosts a C ommunit y Pol ic ing Meeting on 

the sec ond Tuesday of  ever y month, 
alternating mornings and evenings.  This  is 

an oppor tunit y to address any questi ons or 
c onc erns for  the Pol ic e D epar tment.

Januar y 1 5
MA R TIN LUTHER KING JR.  TRIBUTE

10am, Spir it  of God Fel lowship Church, 
16350 S State St

The annual  S outh Hol land Dr.  M ar tin Luther 
King Jr.  C elebrati on honors Dr.  King’s 

lega cy throug h music,  danc e,  vid eo,
and more.

November 1
BUDGE TING F OR THE HOLIDAYS  

7pm, Vir tual  on Zoom 
Finding the perfect  gifts  for  loved ones on a budget is  toug h.  Representatives from the 

C onsumer Credit  C ounsel ing S er vic es of  Nor thern I l l inois  wi l l  be sharing t ips and tr icks to 
stay financial l y  responsible throug hout the hol idays.  Registrati on is  required. 

D ec ember 9 
THE C OOKIE WORKSHOP  
6pm, North Meeting Room 

Join us for  our first  C ookie Workshop!  C hi ldren,  teens,  and famil ies  are invited to d ec orate 
their  own c ookies.  Al l  suppl ies are provid ed.  C hi ldren ages 5 and younger wi l l  need 

adult  assistanc e.  Registrati on is  required;  please let  us know of  any food al lergies upon 
registrati on. 

D ec ember 1 3 
HI STORY OF THE HER SHE Y C OMPA NY   

7pm, Vir tual  on Zoom 
I t ’s  that special  t ime of  year when we break out c olorful  Hershey kisses and make hol iday 

d ec orati ons.  Learn the histor y of  these tast y famil y  favorites.  Treats wi l l  be given to al l  who 
register to par tic ipate. 

D ec ember 1 6 
WINTER WONDERLA ND PA LS
6:30 pm, Nor th Meeting Room 

Bring in  the hol idays with stories,  music,  and your ver y own bui ld-a-furr y f luffy fr iend 
experienc e.  We’ l l  provid e al l  the suppl ies whi le  you create the fun,  whi le  suppl ies last. 

C hi ldren ages 5 and younger wi l l  need adult  assistanc e.  Registrati on is  required.

AT THE LIBRA RY

VISIT THE SOUTH HOLLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY (16250 WAUSAU AVE)
 FOR THESE FUN HOLIDAY EVENTS!
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FAC E S FROM E VE NTS A ROUND THE VILLAGE
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FUN RUN 5K

More than 300 participants ran or walked the streets of South Holland for the Fun Run 5K. Held 
on September 11, the morning started with a moving 9/11 tribute. Then, participants took to the 
streets in costumes, accessories and bright clothing and were greeted with “fun stations” like the 
Thornwood High School band, bubble machines, cheerleaders, and others. More than $3,500 was 
raised for Special Olympics Illinois.



10  NOV  | DEC 2021

OUT A ND AB OUT

FAC E S FROM E VE NTS A ROUND THE VILLAGE

BREAST CANCER WALK/DRIVE

At the Fourth Annual Breast Cancer Walk/Drive “Men Get it Too” event, more than 300 participants 
walked Veterans Memorial Park and drove the streets of South Holland to raise awareness 
for breast cancer. The day featured stretching and warm-up by Jackie Clark-Edwards of the 
Chicagoland Fat Loss Camps, voter registration by Thornton Township, and a vaccination clinic 
compliments of Family Christian Health Services. Proceeds from the event benefit cancer research 
at the University of Chicago Medical Centers.



FAC E S FROM E VE NTS A ROUND THE VILLAGE

 southholland.org        11

ARTISTS’ GALLERY

South Holland artists displayed their work at the Artists’ Gallery in October. Held at the Community 
Center, the Gallery featured the artwork of 13 artists, including painters, photographers, 
woodworkers and more. The day ended with a Friends & Family Reception, featuring opening 
remarks by Mayor De Graff, hors d’oeuvres and a celebratory atmosphere.

OUT A ND AB OUT
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Saturday, 
January 15  

10:00am

CELEBRATION

Dr.Martin 
Luther King

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
through song, art, and a 

powerful message.

Village of South Holland’s

Learn more at 
southholland.org.
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D ear first  respond ers—pol ic e offic ers,  f irefig hters,  and 
emergency personnel ,
 
We thank God for you this Thanksgiv ing and Chr istmas season. 
Most of us have no c lue just how much you do to serve and 
protect us.  We’re free to go about our dai ly business because 
you go about yours.  As we hit  the pi l low at n ight ,  you hit  the 
streets.  
 
You’ve f lown by us in your pol ice cruisers,  f i retrucks and 
ambulances,  l ights f lashing,  s irens wai l ing,  horns blar ing.  We 
pause to g lance out our windows or pul l  over unt i l  you’ve 
passed by.  We then carry on with our business,  without 
another thought to where you’re headed in such a hurry . 
 
Now and then,  the disturbing real it ies you rout inely deal  with get our attent ion. 
Sometimes,  we cal l  on you for help.  But so often we’re obl iv ious to these real it ies 
because you are out there,  addressing them for us.  
 
How often do you not know what you wi l l  f ind on the other end of a cal l?  How often 
do you not know what awaits you around the corner?  St i l l ,  you race in because that’s 
what you s igned up to do.  
 
Led by Chiefs Staples and Kolosh,  you pr ior it ize community outreach.  You work hard to 
bui ld br idges of trust with residents.  You show up at community events and interact 
with cour tesy,  fr iendl iness and respect .  
 

FAITH INMotion
A N OPE N LE TTER TO OUR F IR ST RE SPONDER S

By Pastor Richard Zekveld of Covenant Fel lowship Church

Pastor Richard Zekveld 
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There is much you don’t  burden us with such as,  what’s i t  l i ke to do your job when 
you’re having a bad day? Or week? Or year? How do you handle the trauma that 
inevitably broadsides you? Where do you go for support? We may not know the 
answers to these quest ions,  but we can keep these things in mind as we pray for 
you. 
 
The work you do reminds me of a verb in the Bible that descr ibes how God shows 
up for h is people.  Engl ish Bibles often translate th is verb as ‘v is it . ’  But that 
doesn’t  quite do it  just ice.  This verb descr ibes the way God shows up in response 
to a 911  cal l  to assess the need and then address it .  In fact ,  Zechariah,  father 
of John the Baptist ,  used this verb to descr ibe how God was about to show up 
in Jesus that f irst Chr istmas to del iver h is people:  “Blessed by the Lord God of 
Israel ,  for he has v is ited and redeemed his people” (Luke 1 :68,  ESV). 
 
Thank you,  f i rst responders!

 God bless you and yours.

 Pastor Richard Z ek veld,  on behalf  of  grateful  S outh Hol land resid ents

Tuesday, 
December 7

7:00pm
South Holland Community Center

501 E. 170th Street
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Allen Kern is extremely passionate 
about what he does for a living and he 
works to ignite the same passion within 
his students at the Senses to Soul 
School of Music, which opened in South 
Holland in October 2018.

Born into a talented family of church 
singers and musicians, Kern began 
playing saxophone in 7th grade when 
his parents enrolled him in private 
lessons because there was no music 
program in his school. He joined his high 
school concert band and competed 
in city and state solo and ensemble 
competitions, then continued his 
private studies through high school 
and college. Kern later earned his 
Bachelors of Performing Arts/Music 
Education and Music K-12 Illinois State 
Certification. 

Kern’s music career began in the 
Chicago Public Schools where he was 
a band director, choral director and 

By Carrie Steinweg
Photos by Michelle Hamstra

Sweet Music
TEACHER BRINGS MUSIC EDUCATION AND APPRECIATION

TO SOUTH HOLLAND COMMUNIT Y



general music teacher in both elementary and high schools. He’s now been a music educator for 
more than 20 years. 

“I was very happy working as a music educator in Chicago Public Schools. I loved working with my 
students. They worked hard as they learned to work together. They became leaders,” Kern says. 

His teaching extended beyond the classroom as he travelled with students both locally and 
around the country competing and performing. “We gave them experiences outside of their 
own communities,” he says. “Unfortunately, The Chicago Board of Education, like many school 
districts in our country, began to defund their schools’ music programs. It became difficult to get 
instruments and teaching resources for my students. Frankly, I became frustrated, because I was 
no longer able to provide robust musical and educational experiences to my students.”

Several years ago, Kern had an opportunity to partner with a fellow music educator to develop a 
community music program through Illinois State Representative Monique Davis’s office. “Since the 
schools were taking music from the classrooms, our mission was to take music to the community. 
For about five years, we offered free vocal, percussion, woodwind and brasswind lessons to 
children and adults in the community,” Kern says. “We would meet with our students after work. 
When Representative Davis retired we had to discontinue the music program. When I informed my 
students of the discontinuance, a few of them asked me to continue their lessons from my home. I 
taught from my home in the evenings for a few years until I was able to establish my music school 
full time in 2018.”

Senses to Soul offers instrumental and vocal instruction to both kids and adults alike. Kern is 
grateful to the Village of South Holland and South Holland Business Association for their help in 
getting his business established and connecting him to volunteer opportunities.
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“I’ve personally experienced and have seen firsthand the positive impact that music has on the 
development of people, particularly children,” Kern says. “Not only are there cognitive, emotional, 
academic and social benefits of music, but music creates opportunities in so many areas. I’ve sent 
dozens of students to colleges on scholarships yearly, and discussed various career choices in the 
music industry. I have former students who are playing professionally, managing artists, in law, in 
promotions, in engineering and have other careers in music.”

In addition to music instruction, the mission of the Senses To Soul School of Music includes 
supporting local bands. “We offer rehearsal space to local bands, we rent our studio space out 
to bands to livestream and host their own small concerts. We also host small concerts for local 
bands. Lastly, we offer very affordable high-quality full-service audio production for local bands,” 
Kern says. “We just finished a jazz series. We partnered with the Southside Jazz Coalition, the Jazz 
Institute of Chicago and the Southside Music Alliance to bring world class local jazz musicians to the 
South Holland community.”

Kern adds, “I am grateful that we are able to make local bands accessible to our community 
because it allows young people and families to enjoy live music without having to travel far, go to a 
bar or stay out late at night.”

SENSES TO SOUL SCHOOL OF MUSIC   UPCOMING EVENTS
150 W 168th St      Blues Series coming March 2022
773.837.8638       Summer Band Camp coming Summer 2022

For information on upcoming workshops, clinics, concerts and other events, subscribe to receive 
emails at sensestosoulschoolofmusic.com.
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We asked South Holland residents: 

WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS HOLIDAY 
SEASON?

“I’m most looking forward to being together. Last year, with Covid, our celebrations looked 
very different. But this year, with our family all vaccinated, we will be able to be 
together—hugging and laughing and eating and mostly giving thanks!” -Mary D.

“May my family stay healthy.” -Luzzk C.

“I’m looking forward to holiday festivities being back up and running again. Last year 
everything was canceled or altered, so it will be fun to take the kids to things like Winter 

Wonderland and visits with Santa again.” -Kathy K.

“After a rough couple of years, I’m grateful to ring in a new year with my 
family and loved ones.” -Isaac T.

Grateful & Blessed
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CARVING 
A WAY

By Mike Krga
Photos by Michelle Hamstra

SOUTH HOLLAND GROUP TEACHES THE ART OF WOODCARVING

Artists with a penchant for woodcarving or woodturning 
might be right at home with a group that is one of South 
Holland’s best-kept secrets.

The South Suburban Chiselers-Illiana Woodturners is a 
nonprofit organization that has been in South Holland 
since 1976, located at 163rd and Vincennes Avenue. 
Led by their president, Tom Waicekauskas, the South 
Suburban Chiselers-Illiana Woodturners offer personal 
instruction and hands-on training for members in the 
art of wood carving, woodturning, and other related 
techniques. The group gives members the supplies and 
resources they need to complete any project, including 

Members of the South Suburban Chiselers-Illiana Woodturners
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all wood, machinery, teachings 
and more. “I don’t want people 
to think it costs a lot of money 
to participate,” says Tom 
Waicekauskas. “We have all the 
resources available for them.”

All kinds of people are welcome 
within the group. The 50 to 
60 men and women who are 
currently members are artists, 
retired teachers, and computer 
programmers, to name a few. 
Several members’ pieces were 
featured in the 2021 South 
Holland Artists’ Gallery in 
October. 

To join the group, anyone 
interested must simply fill out an 
application and provide a $75 
annual fee. With that, members 
get access to the workshop, 
supplies and resources. After 
joining, there is an introduction 
period where experienced 
members of the group watch new 
members turn or carve a small 
bowl safely and correctly. This 



can be completed in one day or several, based 
on how comfortable a new member feels. “You 
take it at your own speed,” Waicekauskas says. 
“It’s not a race.”

Tom Waicekauskas has been a member of 
the group since 1986 and now is their current 
president. Helping connect the group to other 
chapters and the American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW), Waicekauskas hopes 
to bring in more members and teach them 
about woodturning, carving and burning. He 
says that in his 35 years as a member, he has 
learned a lot of valuable skills and met a lot of 
outstanding people. He appreciates the fact 
that members are so willing to generously 
share their experience. He has hopes that the 
younger generation would join in order to keep 
the group thriving and spread more knowledge 
about the hobby to the public. “My goal” 
Waicekauskas says, “is to see it pass on to the 
new generations to come.”

TO VISIT
The group’s campus at 16236 Vincennes Ave 
is home of the Midwest School of Woodcarving 
and the Midwest Carving Museum, where one 
can view hundreds of items carved and turned 
by club members over the last 50 years.

TO JOIN
Those interested in joining the South Suburban 
Chiselers-Illiana Woodturners can call 
708.331.6011 or visit the workshop at 
16236 Vincennes Ave.
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Louise Lerner

Curtis Murff

Chris Geisler
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Toy Drive
The S outh Hol land Fire D epar tment is  c ol lect ing new, 

unwrapped toys,  from now unti l  D ec ember 9. 
Toys wi l l  be donated to Restorati on Ministr ies. 

D ONATI ON DROP SI TE:
SOUTH HOLLA ND F IRE DEPA R TME NT

STATI ON 1
1 6230 WAUSAU AVE

QUE STI ON S? 
C ONTAC T THE 

SOUTH HOLLA ND F IRE DEPA R TME NT 
AT 708.331.31 23.


