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SoHo Sweets Creamery & Cafe






FROM YOUR MAYOR

Dear South Holland Residents and Friends,

Can you believe how quickly the summer came and
went? It was a fun and vibrant summer in South
Holland, filled with enjoyable events such as the Cruise
Nights, Independence Day Fireworks, and more.

This summer was also notable for the opening of

the brand-new SoHo Sweets Creamery & Cafe!

This beautiful shop—which serves ice cream, coffee,
breakfast and lunch—is a warm and welcoming space
for South Holland residents and friends to gather,
right in the heart of our Town Center. We have finished
several beautification projects in that part of town

as well, with a revamped north entrance of Veterans
Memorial Park, decorative fencing around the park,
and large attractive swings there and at Town Center
Commons. This is just the beginning of our planned
improvements and adventures for the Town Center
area!

Now we are kicking off an exciting and eventful fall
season. From the Breast Cancer Walk/Drive and the
Artists’ Gallery to Trunk-or-Treat and the Military
Tribute... there are many options for safe community
gatherings this season. Details about these and many
other events are highlighted in this issue.

We're also very much looking forward to the planned
expansion of South Suburban College, which you can
read about on page 18.

To capture the enthusiasm of these many new
developments, the Village has launched a new line of
spirit wear. Take a look at the end of this issue for a
sneak peek of the apparel collection and details on
how to purchase. | hope you'll join me in my excitement
for the progress that we are experiencing in South
Holland. We truly are a Village Like No Other, and the
momentum is only just beginning!

Don A. De Graff
Mayor

ON THE COVER: Renae Fentress, operator of the
new SoHo Sweets, with her husband Andrew and
daughters Leiana and Eden.
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VILLAGE NEWS

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND SOUTH HOLLAND

PARK BEAUTIFICATION

This summer, decorative fencing was installed around
the perimeter of Veterans Memorial Park. This is

the next phase of the beautification of our premier
park, along with a new illuminated sign and the
enhancement of the war memorial area at the north
entrance. The decorative fence will provide security
when needed for large events, and makes it possible
to host ticketed events, such as concerts, in the
future. Veterans Park, with its numerous amenities,
is undeniably the premier park in the entire south
suburbs.

The Village has also added large swings to the north
entrance of Veterans Park and at Town Center
Commons. These swings have high aesthetic appeal
and provide a place for visitors to relax and take in
the beautiful surroundings of the parks. The swings at
Town Center Commons are located adjacent to the
new SoHo Sweets Creamery & Cafe, adding to the
vitality and communal spaces of that part of town.

COMMUNITY CENTER PROGRAMMING RETURNS

The South Holland Community Center has resumed
its recreational programming, kicking off the fall
programs in late August. The Center is now open on
Saturdays again as well. The Community Center staff
is grateful to get back to its programs and to once
again have people in the building six days a week!

ROAD RESURFACING

This summer, 25 South Holland roads, or 4.3 miles,
were resurfaced, with the project being completed this
month. It is part of the Village's aggressive strategy

to maintain the good condition of our streets. This
project was paid for by a grant and by motor fuel taxes
distributed by the State of lllinois. Thank you for your
patience while these roads were under construction
this summer.

southholland.org




TRUNK OR TREAT

Thursday, October 28
6:30—8:OOpm

South Holland Community Center parking lot

Village of South Holland employees will decorate

their vehicles and hand out candy
to families driving through the parking lot!

SOUTH HOLLAND RESIDENTS ONLY.

REGISTER IN ADVANCE AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Please note that the following events are subject to be changed
or cancelled due to Covid-19 mitigations.

October 2
COFFEE WITH FIREFIGHTERS
9am, Fire Station I, 16230 Wausau Ave
Residents can meet and talk with members of the South Holland Fire Department on
the first Saturday of every month.

October 7
FIRE AND RESCUE PARADE OF LIGHTS
/pm, Fire Station 1
The annual Parade of Lights honors the memory of U.S. Firefighters who have
died in the past 12 months. Fire and rescue vehicles conduct a “lights only” parade
to honor those who have experienced a fire, loss of life, or fire-related injuries.
Residents are invited to stand along the route with candles or lights for this solemn
remembrance.

October 9
BREAST CANCER WALK/DRIVE
9am, Veterans Memorial Park, 160th & South Park Avenue
This event is a car caravan and walk that recognizes both female and male breast
cancer survivors. Proceeds will benefit breast cancer research efforts at the
University of Chicago.

October 14
ARTISTS' GALLERY
10am-6pm, South Holland Community Center, 501 E 170th Street
View the stunning works of art by South Holland artists at our annual Artists’
Gallery. This year’s event is one day only. Spectators can enjoy refreshments while
browsing the gallery.

southholland.org




October 28
TRUNK OR TREAT
6:30-8pm, South Holland Community Center, 501 E 170th Street
Village of South Holland employees will decorate their vehicles and hand out candy to
families driving through the parking lot.

November 3
MILITARY TRIBUTE
10:30am, South Holland Community Center, 501 E 170th Street
At the 7th Annual Military Tribute, we will honor veterans with a luncheon and tribute
ceremony. Lunch tickets must be reserved by October 6. Veterans’ tickets are free
(registration required); all others are $15. The tribute ceremony follows lunch, at
11:30am, and is free and open to all ages.

AT THE LIBRARY

VISIT THE SOUTH HOLLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY (16250 WAUSAU AVE)
FOR THESE FUN SPRINGTIME EVENTS!

September 25
JOSE-LUIS OROZCO FAMILY CONCERT
2om, Virtual on Zoom
José-Luis Orozco has been a leader in children’s music for over SO years. Don’t miss this
virtual, interactive, bilingual journey through Latin American children’s music and dance.
Zoom link will be available via library website and social media.

October 9
CELEBRATING HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
lpm, west parking lot
In recognition of Hispanic Heritage Month, September 15-October 15, the library will host
a traditional mariachi performance by award-winning Luis Alfredo, followed by Xochitl-
Quetzal Danza Azteca performing Aztec dances, as a way of celebrating and preserving
Mexico’s ancient culture.

October 16
PAPER SHREDDING EVENT
10am-1pm, west parking lot
Don’t be a victim of identity theft. Bring two boxes of items to be shredded to the Library’s
west parking lot. This event is hosted in partnership with the Village of South Holland.

November 6
DiA DE LOS MUERTOS PARTY
Iom
Celebrate Day of the Dead at the library! Join us for fun, games, prizes and a special
performance by Cielito Lindo, a modern Latino mariachi performed by the Lucero family.

SEPT | OCT 2021




OUT AND ABOUT

FACES FROM EVENTS AROUND THE VILLAGE
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MILITARY TRIBUTE

WE THANK OUR VETERANSS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2021

SOUTH HOLLAND COMMUNITY CENTER
501 E. 170TH STREET
708.331.2940 - SOUTHHOLLAND.ORG

LUNCH
10:30-11:30AM

PROGRAM BEGINS
AT 11:30AM

Please bring a toy for the South Holland Fire Department’s

Annual Toy Drive!

Veterans: Please return the following form by October 6, 2021

Veteran Name: Phone:
Address: City: State: Zip:
Branch of Service: Served During:

Veterans receive a complimentary lunch

Lunch for guest ($15 due at registration)

Return the form to the Community Center, 501 E. 170th Street, South Holland, IL
www.southholland.org
Contact Cindy at 708.331.2940 for additional information.
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THE LIFE YOU\SAVE
By Dr. Preston R. Winfrey of Pioneer Missionary Baptist Church

I would imagine that you have heard the phrase, "The life you
save might be your own.” This expression is a clear way of
informing us that we need to be careful going about our
day-to-day endeavors. It also speaks to making certain
decisions and taking necessary precautions.

The country is still enduring the ebbs and flows of the

pandemic, and as you know, people have mixed feelings and

emotions about what to do with respect to the information

we are receiving. The argument is ongoing about whether we

should wear a mask, not wear a mask, get vaccinated or refuse

it

‘ . ‘ Dr. Preston R. Winfrey
People are in a dilemma and want to know which way they
should go. We have resolved that we will do whatever is
necessary to stay safe and healthy. And while we see the need to respect the views of
those on the opposite side of this argument, we too must be respected for our views.
In other words, each person must determine what is best for them.

Thankfully our Lord knows what the outcome will be for this entire issue. My prayer is
that people will walk in wisdom, and if any of us lacks wisdom, there is a greater source

we can go to. He will give us wisdom from above and there will be no shadow of turning.

This is pure wisdom.

So my friend, remember, “The life you save might be your own.” Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and do not lean entirely on what you know. God wants to direct your
path. He is our very present help in times of trouble. You are not too heavy for God to
hold. Trust God to take care of you.

Handle your business, be safe, and livel

JOIN OUR MAILINGLIST FOR

The VIlo¥! h
50‘lt d

VILLAGE EMAIL UPDATES
\\an

Text SOUTHHOLLAND RO
to 22828 to get started.

southholland.org

13



JA\

1O TOWN CENTER

VILLAGE CREATES CHARMING VENUE FOR TREATS AND FELLOWSHIP

By Carrie Steinweg
Photos by Michelle Hamstra

South Holland has a new spot to satisfy your sweet tooth, curb that coffee craving or gather for
fellowship over lunch. SoHo Sweets opened August 19, a project of the Village of South Holland that will
be operated by Renae Fentress, who has previous experience running a similar small business.

When the Village of South Holland acquired the historic home at 16129 South Park Avenue, Village
Administrator J. Wynsma had a vision to convert it into an ice cream shop. Located right in the heart
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of Town Center, with plenty of foot and vehicle traffic, Wynsma knew that this charming
home could be an optimal destination for the community to gather over dessert and

a warm cup of coffee. A destination spot like this could also potentially prompt further
economic development in the Town Center area. After approval from the Board of
Trustees, the Village went to work in the spring of 2021 to retrofit the property into an
ice cream and coffee shop with full amenities and appealing aesthetics.

For three years, Fentress ran a coffee shop/cafe in Lansing called Troost. The
translation for this Dutch word is “comfort” and that's exactly what was provided—
comfort in the form of a fresh cup of coffee, a warm breakfast or treat, or the comfort
of community as the space became a gathering place for people of all ages.

"I am so proud of Troost for so many reasons, but people can expect something a bit
different here,” says Fentress. “I'd like to think that I've kept the heart of Troost very
much alive, but moved it into an elevated space.”

The quaint, cozy space fittingly combines nostalgia with a bright and modern vibe. The
counter and cafe seating is located on the main level, and the upper level has more

of a coffee shop vibe, with cozy couches and armchairs, a fireplace, and ample space

for groups to meet. There is also a large outdoor patio featuring tables with umbrellas,
Adirondack chairs situated around a large fire pit, cornhole boards, and string lights.

The shop carries Sherman'’s Ice Cream, which Fentress says holds special memories for

her. "I grew up getting Sherman'’s Ice Cream in South Haven, Michigan, and it's always
tasted like sweet parts of summer and sunshine,” she says. “I'm excited to be a location

southholland.org
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that gets to bring such a great
brand to South Holland.”

Eight varieties of Sherman’s Ice
Cream are available in sundaes
and shakes, and customers can
also enjoy a full espresso bar
featuring coffee by Indiana-
based Smalltown Coffee.
Breakfast items include cajun
biscuits and gravy, breokfast
burritos, vegan burritos, brown
sugar bourbon baked oatmedl
and a smoked gouda biscuit
with the option to add thick cut
bacon. The lunch menu includes
a house-made chicken salad
croissant, a triple-cheese grilled
cheese on brioche and more.

At the recent ribbon cutting,
Mayor Don De Graff expressed
how well the shop fits into the
“faith, family, future” vision he
and the Village Board have had
for the downtown area.



“When | think about SoHo Sweets and the development of this particular project in the context of what
we have done and are doing in the Village of South Holland, this one is a significant placeholder in where
we are and where we want to go,” he said. “If anything is a faith and family operation, it's an ice cream
shop with coffee... giving the ability for those of us who value faith and family to come here and be with
each other.”

He said the building is one of the historical places in the village that ties the project into the overall
mission. “One of the premises we started with, as a board, was developing a faith and family atmosphere
in the center of town,” he said.

Fentress is excited and humbled to be able to contribute to that atmosphere going forward. “The Village
of South Holland reached out to me as the vision of SoHo Sweets was coming to life and offered me

the opportunity to help make that vision become a redlity,” she says. “After Troost closed earlier in the
pandemic, | knew we weren't gone forever, but | could never have imagined we'd be coming back as SoHo
Sweets and in such an incredible location.”

Fentress and her family have a fondness for the community and share in the vision of the Village Board.
Fentress’ husband, Andrew Fentress, is the assistant principal at Calvin Christian School. She also has a
family connection to downtown South Holland—her great, great, great grandmother owned a house that
was two doors down fromm SoHo Sweets and operated a shoe store from that location.

SoHo Sweets is open from 6:30am to 8pm Tuesdays through Fridays and 8am to 8pm on Saturdays
and Sundays. It is closed on Mondays. Follow Soho Sweets on Facebook and @sohosweets_southholland
on Instagram for updates.

“This is an unconventional project,” Wynsma said at the SoHo Sweets ribbon cutting. “Municipalities
generally don't start businesses like this, so it's a unique approach. But we have a unique Mayor and a
unigue Board who embrace things that are unconventional. It is exciting for us to be adding this kind of
momentum to the downtown Town Center area.”

southholland.org
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EDUCATION

EXPANSION

SOUTH SUBURBAN COLLEGE TO LAUNCH CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

By Bob Bong
Images courtesy of South Suburban College

South Suburban College has been an institution in South Holland since the college moved to its present
campus in the village in 1972.

Now, the college is in the silent stage of a capital campaign to raise $20 million to help build the Allied Health &
Nursing Center. The college will go public with the campaign later this year or early next year.

"We're hoping for a winter kickoff,” says Patrick Rush, Executive Director of the SSC Foundation. “We're halfway
toward our kickoff goal of $2.2 million.”

Rush says the idea for the new center was planted more than a decade ago and has received support from
former lllinois Governor Pat Quinn and current Governor J.B. Pritzker.
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The $20 million would be the college’s share of the
S715 million price tag of the Allied Health & Nursing
Center. Pritzker has pledged S51.5 million from the

state for the project.

Rush says the capital campaign would be historic.
"Community colleges don't conduct capital
campaigns.”

The college’s plan is to build a state-of-the-art
training and education center to house all South
Suburban College Allied Health professional
programs and become a leader in educating and
training a growing workforce in the Southland
community. “Our health programs are already at or
above the national averages,” says Rush.

The expansion would allow the college to add

dental hygiene, respiratory technician, physical
therapy assistant and patient care technician
programs to the mix.

The new center, which would be built at the south
end of the campus footprint on 159th Street, would
feature 22 state-of-the-art classrooms and 24
labs. Health programs would see an estimated 260
percent increase from 171 students to 614. Nursing
programs would see an increase of S0 percent.

The new center will include a Community Dental
Health Clinic that will feature an on-site practicum
clinic, along with additional corporate programs and
new dual credit high school opportunities. There will
also be a new Childcare Center providing increased
access to childcare and helping eliminate that
barrier to education.

southholland.org
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The students would help fill an expected shortage of healthcare professionals in the coming years as
current workers retire and the need for professionals grows with an increasing number of Americans 65
and older.

The expansion would also continue South Suburban College’s track record of success in education
healthcare students.

Since the college was founded in a Harvey classroom in 1927, more than half a million students have
passed through the doors. In just the past five years, 12,680 students studied Allied Health & Nursing at
the college.

Village business and elected leaders are already on board as honorary corporate chairs for the capital
campaign, including Mayor Don DeGraff; David Van Eekeren, president and CEO of Land O Frost; Tim
Buddig, vice president of Carl Buddig & Company; Mallory Sutton, president of the South Suburban
Chicago Chapter of the Links; and Richard Mathews of Vista National.

Rush says once the necessary funds have been pledged, it will take about 18 months from
groundbreaking to students taking classes.

For more information about the Allied Health expansion and capital campaign, visit ssc.edu/ahnc. [
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JOUTH HOLLANLOQ LAUNCHES APPAREL LINE
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South Holland residents can now tout their hometown in a new way, with a new apparel line
created by the Village of South Holland.

Men's and women’s t-shirts, trucker hats and stocking caps are available in three designs that
reflect South Holland themes: A Village Like No Other, Faith Family Future, and SoHo (slang for
South Holland). Each theme has a modern design that is on trend with similar fan apparel lines.

The apparel is available online only for now, but will eventually be available for purchase at the
South Holland Community Center and other physical locations. The cost for both t-shirts and hats
is $25, which includes free shipping.

More apparel options—such as hoodies and crewneck sweatshirts—will be added to the online store
in the winter/spring 2022 season.

“South Hollanders are proud to live in this village, and now they have something to wear to reflect
that community pride,” says Julia Huisman, Communications, Branding & Marketing Manager for
the Village. "Even those who grew up here but moved away can purchase a shirt or hat to show
their affection for their hometown. Our team deliberately designed options that are attractive and
appedling, to show that South Holland is a fun, vibrant, innovative place that we are blessed to call
home.”

To order your South Holland apparel, visit southholland.org/apparel.

southholland.org
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Holiday festivities
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eterans Memorial Park!
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