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Summer in South Holland
Together at the Table




VILLAGE OF SOUTHHOLLAND

July 26 « 4-8pm

16056 South Park Ave

* Food VendOrS
* Gas Card

CRUISE NIGHT

Open to classic, antique, custom and exotic cars, trucks and motorcycles.
Limited specialty car space available. FREE to all cruisers and spectators!

Visit southholland.org for more info. %uh\dﬁ

Faith, Family,
& Future




FROM YOUR MAYOR

(right to left) Mayor De Graff, Police Chief
Shawn Staples, and Pastor Joseph Banks
at the 2025 Juneteenth event

Dear South Holland Residents and Friends,

Does it seem to you, as it does to me, that the
summer of 2025 is flying by? Is it even possible
that we're already making plans for the fall?

We've all heard the phrase “time flies when
you're having fun.” In South Holland, staying
active and having fun are great reasons time
moves so quickly. Our community spirit has
shone brightly this summer, with wonderful
participation in events these past months.

Our Memorial Day Parade and Remembrance
Ceremony were the best and most well-
attended in our history. Churches, schools,
businesses, service organizations, and residents
came together in record numbers to give thanks
and celebrate. The South Holland Ministerial
Association led a marvelous Juneteenth
celebration, and our Independence Day
festivities were again a huge success—full of
family fun and the most spectacular fireworks
display in the Chicago Southland region.

Our “Coming Together 2030" Strategic Plan
continues to showcase our village’s unity and
commitment to serve. In this issue you'll see
examples of how our celebrations make “time
fly” in South Holland. You'll also see why our
time together will keep flying as we move
through July into August with new plans and
opportunities.

As we enjoy the rest of this hot, yet beautiful
summer, let’s cherish these moments, giving
thanks to God for our freedoms and those who
sacrificed for them. South Holland truly is a
“Village Like No Other!” I'm grateful we have so
much more ahead this summer to make “time fly”
in our wonderful community.

Don A. De Graff
Mayor
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND SOUTH HOLLAND

QUIKTRIP GROUNDBREAKING

Construction is underway for a brand-new QuikTrip coming to South
Holland! The state-of-the-art 7,318 sqg. ft. convenience store will be
equipped with 8 regular fuel pumps (16 fueling positions) for passenger
vehicles, and 7 high-speed diesel pumps for commercial vehicles and
over-the-road trucks. There will also be a QT Kitchen offering freshly
prepared meals, snacks, and beverages. While this location, at 172nd
Street and Halsted, will offer diesel and regular fuel, it will not operate
as a truck stop. We're excited to welcome QT to our growing business
community—stay tuned for construction updates as this project moves
forward!

TOOL LENDING CENTER

Are you part of a neighborhood group, church, organization or business
looking to give back to the community? As part of the Coming Together
2030 plan, the Village has put together a Tool Lending Center. This

is a mobile trailer filled with tools for yard work such as lawnmowers,
trimmers, chainsaws, rakes, etc. We encourage groups to use these tools
for a group cleanup day or to help individuals in need of yard work. For
more information and to register for the trailer, visit southholland.org/
toollendingcenter.

SMARTS11 EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM

Are you signed up to receive emergency alerts from the Village? We
encourage all South Holland residents and business owners/managers
to sign up for Smart3ll Emergency Alerts. With it, we have the ability to
place thousands of phone calls per minute (to both landlines and mobile
phones), and to send out texts immediately. You can also fill out a profile
on your household so that first responders can help you faster in an
emergency. Visit southholland.org/smart9ll for more information and to

sign up.

TOWN CENTER PARKING

The gravel parking lot located at South Park Avenue and 160th Place—
across from the entrance to Veterans Memorial Park—is currently closed
due to construction of the new Family Athletic Center. As a result,

this parking lot will not be available for events at Veterans Park until
construction is completed.

To accommodate visitors during this period, a temporary parking lot is
being constructed at the former Roosevelt School property, located at
Louis Avenue and East 161st Street. The Village will continue to share
updates and provide additional parking options for upcoming events
via the official website and social media channels. We appreciate your
patience and cooperation during this exciting development.



The Village of
South Holland
is hosting a

FREE

competition
presented by
Major League
Baseball!

Saturday, July 26 | 10am-2pm

WHERE

Veterans Memorial Park | 500 East 160th Place

Baseball and Softball divisions for players ages 7-14

Pitch Hit & Run provides kids with an opportunity to participate in a competition
that recognizes individual excellence in core baseball/softball skills.

Register at southholland.org.




MEMORIAL DAY PARADE

At the annual South Holland Memorial Day Parade, we celebrated and remembered those who
gave their lives while serving in the United States Armed Forces. Following the parade, a moving
Remembrance Ceremony was held at Veterans Memorial Park, where we commemorated the
unveiling of the new names of service members added to the park’s war monument.

IN HONOR OF
- 7SOUTH HOLLAND -
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SPRING CLEANING DAY

The Village and the South Holland Ministerial
Association held “Coming Together for Spring
Cleaning,” a community-wide initiative to
beautify our town and foster a thriving
environment of faith and a connected
community. Clean Teams dispersed
throughout South Holland for a morning of
cleaning and greening.
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MAYOR’'S PRAYER BREAKFAST

The South Holland Ministerial Association hosted the annual Mayor's Prayer Breakfast at Spirit of
God Fellowship in observance of the National Day of Prayer. Mayor De Graff and several South
Holland pastors prayed for our Village, State, and Nation. Pastor Preston Winfrey, of Pioneer
Missionary Baptist Church, was the keynote speaker. Pastor Richard Garritano, of Oriole Christian
Assembly, was the recipient of the Mel De Vries Award.

SHBA STATE OF THE VILLAGE LUNCHEON

Mayor Don De Graff and the Village Administration hosted the annual State of the Village
Luncheon for the South Holland Business Association (SHBA). Attendees learned about the latest
updates and initiatives happening in South Holland, especially as it pertains to local businesses.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The South Holland Police Department held two events to connect with the community. At Cop on
a Rooftop, officers greeted Dunkin customers inside, in the drive-thru and from the roof, as a way
to raise funds for Special Olympics lllinois. At Summer Bingo, residents aged 55 and older played
Bingo with the SHPD, for prizes, food and fun.

10 JULY | AUGUST 2025



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Through July 31
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Fire Station 1, 16230 Wausau Ave
The South Holland Fire Department is
sponsoring its annual Christmas in July food
drive. The Village collects nonperishable
food items during the entire month of July.
Donations can be made from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
any day at Fire Station 1.

July 18
CONCERT IN THE PARK FEATURING
PARTY FOUL
/-9pm, Veterans Memorial Park, 500 E 160th PI

The Village is hosting a series of Concerts in
the Park this year, in a Faith, Family, Future
series. The July concert features the fun and

vibrant cover band, Party Foul. Attendees
are welcome to bring food and drinks, in the
style of Ravinia. Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased at southholland.org or at the gate.

July 19
“SECRET GARDENS” GARDEN WALK
10am-2pm, Veterans Memorial Park
500 E 160th PI
Take partin a walk through creative and
decorative local gardens at this year’s Garden
Walk, hosted by the South Holland Garden
Club. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased on
the day of the walk at the Veterans Park main
entrance. From there, you will receive a map of
the Garden Walk locations.

July 24, Aug 14, Septl
SOUTH HOLLAND MUNICIPAL BAND CONCERTS
The South Holland Municipal Band performs a
series of free concerts over the summer. Each
concert is held at Veterans Memorial Park
except for the September 1l concert, which is
at Paarlberg Park for the Heritage Fest. Visit
southholland.org for more details.

July 26

PITCH, HIT & RUN

10am, Veterans Memorial Park, 500 E 160th P
The Village is hosting the Major League
Baseball Pitch, Hit & Run! At this competition,
boys and girls ages 7-14 can show their skills
in baseball and softball. Champions will move
on to the finals during the MLB World Series!
Registration is free. Register at
southholland.org.

July 26
CRUISE NIGHT
4-8pm, South Park Ave and 161st St
Stroll South Park Avenue to view classic,
custom, antique and exotic cars, trucks and
motorcycles. There will also be music, food
trucks, and gas card giveaways! Free to all
vehicle owners and spectators.

southholland.org 11



August 2
COFFEE WITH FIREFIGHTERS
9am, SoHo Café, 16129 South Park Ave
Residents can meet and talk with members
of the South Holland Fire Department on the
first Saturday of every month. Note: This
month’s gathering meets at SoHo Café due
to construction at the Fire Department.

August 2
BACK-TO-SCHOOL BACKPACK GIVEAWAY
10am-2pm, South Holland Community
Center, 501 E 170th St
The South Holland Police Department and
Education Commission are giving away
backpacks filled with school supplies! The
backpacks will be given to children from
kindergarten to 8th grade. This giveaway is
for South Holland residents who have a valid
ID. For more information, visit
southholland.org.

Augusts
CONCERT IN THE PARK FEATURING
HOUSE MUSIC
/-9pm, Veterans Memorial Park
500 E 160th PI
The Village is hosting a series of Concerts in
the Park this year, in a Faith, Family, Future
series. The August concert features house
music by Grammy-Award winning DJ Hula
Mahone and DJ Maurice Joshua. Attendees
are welcome to bring food and drinks, in the
style of Ravinia. Tickets are $10 and can
be purchased at southholland.org or at the
gate.

August 9
STEPPIN' & LINE DANCING
12-2pm, Veterans Memorial Park
500 E 160th Place
Put your dancing shoes on and head to the
park for Steppin’ & Line Dancing! Instructors
will lead everyone, so even if you're new
to these dance moves, you will learn all the
right steps. Various Chicago area DJs will be
there to provide the music.
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August 12
COMMUNITY POLICING MEETING
10am, South Holland Community Center
501 E 170th St
The South Holland Police Department
hosts a Community Policing Meeting on
the second Tuesday of every month,
alternating mornings and evenings. This is
an opportunity to address any questions or
concerns for the Police Department.

August 14
PARENT CONNECT
6-8pom, South Holland Community Center
501 E 170th St
Parents of school-age kids are invited to
an evening of connection, resources, and
support. Meet local organizations offering
services in academic support, mental
health awareness, financial assistance, and
modern technology tools. Registration is
required; register at southholland.org.

August 23
SOUTH HOLLAND AMAZING RACE
10am, Town Center Commons
Take partin a scavenger hunt along South
Park Avenue with the inaugural South
Holland Amazing Race! Teams will visit
stations where they will complete a fun
activity and then receive a clue to move on
to the next stop. Prizes will be awarded.
Spots are limited; visit southholland.org to
register.

Septemberl
HERITAGE FEST
10am-4pm, Paarlberg Park
17234 Paxton Ave
The South Holland Historical Society is
hosting its annual Heritage Fest on Labor
Day. The event celebrates local history
and heritage, with crafters, wood carvers,
traditional Dutch food, and performances
by the South Holland Municipal Band and
Master Chorale.



AT THE LIBRARY

July 14 and 28,

August 11 and 25
JUNK JOURNALS

Level up your trash into memories. Gather

bottle labels, garment tags, chip bags and
even your favorite household cleaning item

labels. Let’'s put it all together to make an

amazing journal that will bring you joy in
years to come. This activity is for teens and

adults.

July 8 and 22, August S and 19
STRETCHING CLASS
/pm

Dr. Jessica Taylor of Chicago Wellness
Chiropractic Center will teach stretching
exercises to enhance flexibility, prevent
injury, improve posture, relieve stress,
increase blood circulation, and improve

energy levels.

July 30
MALEFICENT & MYSTERIES
Spm
What makes someone a villain? Maybe
there’'s more to the story. Join us for
Maleficent and Mysteries!

The following programs are held at the South Holland Public Library,
16250 Wausau Ave, unless otherwise indicated.

August1
LEVEL UP SUMMER READING FINALE

SKATE PARTY

6:30-8:30pm
It's a roller rink at the Library. Close out
the summer with roller skating in our east
parking lot. Our DJ will keep you moving till
dusk. Just bring yourself and your family
and your summer game boards if you have
them. All ages can participate.

August 4
I-PASS ON DEMAND
10am-3pm
Come get an I-PASS at your local library!

August 8
PUPPET SHOW THEATER
Ilam
Join Miss Camille for a fun and interactive
puppet show experience.

August 14
PREHISTORIC POWER UP!
Epm
Level up your summer with a hands-on

adventure into the world of dinosaurs! Join

the T-Rexplorers as we get up close with

real fossils, learn dino facts, and unearth
prehistoric fun. Perfect for curious kids and

dino fans of all ages.

' Seondt Gandens
ik

View several secret gardens throughout the

Village of South Holland.

(rain or shine)

southholland.org 13
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THE FRAGRANCE O\F CHRIST
By Pete Tassio, Pastor of King’s Community Church

Fragrance is considered to be one of the
most elusive commodities in the world.
For example, the fragrance of a spring or
summer’s day is impossible to define and
can’'t be imitated. Yet, nothing is more
stimulating to memory than some specific
scent which acts as a powerful reminder
that we associate with a past experience.
Fragrance is also considered very valuable
as well. The fragrance market worldwide is
projected to generate a revenue of over
$62 billion in 2025.

Women and men alike are very willing
to pay exorbitant amounts in order to
possess a particular perfume or cologne.

The Lord Jesus is himself the Anointed
One, the Christ. Like sweet and fragrant
anointing oil, the Holy Spirit makes known
to men the beauties of his holy life, which
glorifies God. Truly the precious name of
Jesus Christ is as a sweet ointment to
those who love him. This is also true of
believers. According to 2 Corinthians 2:14,
we're told that we as the Lord's vessels
or containers are also to manifest the
fragrance of Christ wherever we go. As
incense-bearers, we are to scatter the
savor of the knowledge of Christ in our
walk.

Our spiritual fragrance comes from a heart
relationship with God, which is born of
fellowship and obedience. This fragrance
that stems from a Spirit-directed life
originates from Christ, and points men

not to us but to God. The more we're
permeated with Christ, the more fragrant
we become to others. Based on the

Greek usage, the verse from Corinthians
reveals that the knowledge of Christ is

Pastor Pete Tassio

symbolized as an odor communicating

its nature and effectiveness through

the ministry of Christ. Therefore, it's

the personal knowledge of Christ we
experience in our daily lives that becomes
a sweet savor or fragrance.

Let us remember that each day we must
seek the Lord and the filling of the Spirit.
It's a matter of life and death for those
we have contact with! And only those who
are saturated with Christ by the Spirit are
sufficient and qualified for this invaluable
work entrusted to God's people. We have
this treasure in earthen vessels, as the
apostle Paul says, which shows that the
great power is from God, not from us.
Hallelujah!

14 JULY | AUGUST 2025
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SOUTH HOLLAND

A FRESH START ON SOUTH PARK
Elixir Squeeze & Brew brings handcrafted juices, smoothies, and teas to life
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In early May, Leslie Johnson and Jonathan Thomas joined forces to open a business that projected their
passion for healthy living. The duo opened Elixir Squeeze & Brew, located at 17112 South Park Avenue, on May 2.

Johnson, who grew up on the south side of Chicago, attended the University of Michigan and Chicago State
University, where she studied pharmacy. She's currently a practicing ambulatory care board-certified
pharmacist. “I'm driven by the passion of helping individuals and the community at large by promoting health,”
she says.

Thomas is also the owner of Icesculpting Fitness in South Holland. A certified personal trainer with nine years
of experience, he strives to push others to reach their highest potential. He also incorporates his wealth of
knowledge of meal planning into his work.

When Thomas learned of the vacant retail space, he pitched the idea to Johnson, and the two worked to bring
their idea to life. Thomas' passion for blending organic teas, along with their interest in health and wellness,
morphed into a business focused on healthy beverages. Aside from organic teas, the menu includes original
smoothie recipes and fresh, cold-pressed juices. "All of our ingredients are fresh and personally hand-picked,”
Johnson says.

southholland.org 15




The top-selling items are smoothies called
Dragon'’s Kiss (which includes dragonfruit,
strawberry and banana), PB PUMP
(peanut butter, bananas and oats), and a
juice called the Green Machine (made with
spinach, apple and pineapple).

“We are often asked how we came up with
our menu, and we started by color, wanting
to create an eye-catching menu,” Johnson
says. “Our combination of ingredients, you
will not find duplicated.”

Hours are currently 7am-2pm Monday
through Friday and 8am-2pm Saturday,
with plans to expand hours based on
customer demand. The website, elixirsbc.
com, is under construction, but will

be launching soon. You can follow @
ElixerSqueezeandBrew on Instagram,
TikTok and Facebook.

“We have a community environment

with a friendly and welcoming familial
atmosphere. We service all ages, and are
passionate about community involvement.
Our goal is health with a great taste,”
Johnson says. “We incorporate educational
classes with our healthy drinks, placing
emphasis on physical health and education
while providing the opportunity for you to
take your first step in the healthy direction.”

Discounts are available to first responders
and public safety personnel, as well as to
seniors. @




KEEPING
UR YOUTH

ACTIVE

ENDLESS PROGRAMS AVAILABLE FOR YOUTH AT THE SOUTH HOLLAND COMMUNITY CENTER
By Kyli Williams

If you've ever wondered whether there’s enough for
kids and teens to do in South Holland— especially
during the long summer months—the South Holland
Community Center is here to remind you that
there's more happening than you might think.

Step inside the Community Center on a weekday
afternoon and you'll hear the sounds of summer—
laughter echoing through the halls, sneakers
squeaking across the gym floor, and counselors
leading games, crafts, and team-building activities.
The South Holland Community Center's Summer
Camp programs keep kids active, social, and safe
while school is out. With daily activities that include
indoor and outdoor games, art projects, and field
trips, summer at the Center is anything but boring.

Older youth often spend their afternoons shooting
hoops in the indoor gym or building skills and
confidence in swimming lessons. For teens who
prefer outdoor fun, a brand-new program at
Veterans Park began July 1. This evening program
takes place from S to 7 p.m. on select Tuesdays
and Thursdays and is open to youth ages 13 to

18. Participants will take part in active games such
as dodgeball, kickball, volleyball, baseball, softball,
football, and soccer. The goal is to offer teens a
safe, structured space to enjoy friendly competition
and spend time with peers in a positive setting.

For those who want to explore creative passions,
the Community Center’s performing arts
programming offers classes in dance, voice, and

southholland.org 17
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acting for ages 7 to 18—a chance to express
themselves and learn something new in a
supportive environment. A ballet class is

also available for young dancers ages S to 6,
introducing them to movement, rhythm, and
coordination in a playful, welcoming setting.
Additionally, a Basic Jewelry Making class
gives children of all ages the opportunity to
explore hands-on design techniques and learn
how to create their own wearable art.

For families looking to get their children
involved in sports, there are activities for every
age group and skill level. From Little Dragons
Karate for ages 4 to 6 to tennis lessons open
to both youth and adults, kids have options
that grow with them—and that entire families
can enjoy together.

This summer also brings the return of the
MLB Pitch, Hit & Run competition, a free event
hosted at Veterans Park. Open to kids ages

18 JULY | AUGUST 2025




7 to 14, the event allows participants to showcase their baseball
and softball skills in a fun and supportive environment, with

the potential to advance to the finals during the Major League
Baseball World Series.

Looking ahead, a beloved tradition returns this fall as Girl Scouts
makes its comeback to South Holland. This program will offer
girls the chance to build friendships, develop leadership skills, and
explore new interests—right in their own community.

More than just a place to play, the South Holland Community
Center serves as a vital hub for local families—creating
opportunities for kids to grow, thrive, and feel a true sense of
belonging in their hometown.

During the summer—and every season after—the Community
Center offers programs that keep young residents engaged and
supported throughout the year. Whether you're looking for ways
to keep your child active, introduce them to a new hobby, or
connect with other local families, there’s something waiting for you
here.

To explore all youth programs and register,

visit recservices.southholland.org. #
southholland.org 19



CELEBRATING

2025 RED TULIP AWARDS HONOR
SOUTH HOLLAND'S INSPIRING EDUCATORS

Each year, the Village of South Holland comes together to celebrate the remarkable dedication of its
educators through the Red Tulip Awards—a symbol of gratitude and recognition for teachers who go far
beyond the classroom. Educators are nominated by the principals of their school, and the South Holland
Education Commission selects the final recipients. This year, Mayor Don De Graff and the South Holland
Education Commission honored seven outstanding teachers for their passion, innovation, and impact in
2025.

At Madison School, two educators were recognized for their exceptional work with students at different
ends of the educational spectrum. KaSandra Diggs, a 4th-grade teacher, was honored for her holistic
approach to teaching—emphasizing not only academics but character. She helped launch Mad”/ News,

JULY | AUGUST 2025
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a groundbreaking student-run news program that made waves across lllinois. Her presence extends
beyond school walls, attending student events and mentoring through real-world skills like videography and
broadcasting.

Fellow Madison educator Edward Medina was also honored for his leadership in teaching English Learners.
Through his efforts, Madison has surpassed state averages in language acquisition benchmarks. Medina is
celebrated for his cultural sensitivity, data-driven strategies, and ability to welcome and guide newly arrived
students from across the globe, empowering them with both language and confidence.

From McKinley Elementary and Jr. High, two leaders stood out. Brooke Bryant, a 6th-grade teacher and Golden
Apple recipient, was recognized for her multifaceted leadership—coaching the Drill Team, chairing Student
Council, and inspiring service and teamwork in and out of the classroom. Alongside her, Ericka Roberts, a Sth-
grade teacher with over 18 years in the district, was praised for her coordination of after-school and summer
programs, as well as her ability to foster strong relationships with students and families alike.

In higher education, Camille Johnson of South Suburban College received the award for her nearly three
decades of service, 18 of them in adult education. Known for her empathy and dedication, Johnson helps adult
learners overcome personal and academic obstacles, becoming a trusted mentor and advocate for those
seeking a second chance at education.

Finally, Kelly Bonomo of Thornwood High School was recognized for her tireless commitment to math education.
As the Math | Core Coordinator and Mathletes coach, Bonomo not only boosts student achievement but also
lifts her colleagues through collaboration and mentorship. Her influence spans academic clubs, statewide
competitions, and even scholarship opportunities.

These seven recipients exemplify the heart of education in South Holland—caring, dedicated, and
transformative. The Red Tulip Award remains not just a celebration, but a reflection of a community that deeply
values those who shape the future. @

southholland.org
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Join us for a fun and entertaining 5K run/walk k - South l

through the streets of South Holland! H?E,%ﬂﬂj

2025 SOUTH HOLLAND

RUN

~ Celebrating 20 years of a 5K in South Holland! ~

Saturday, September 20
Opening Ceremony: 7:30am
Veterans Memorial Park - 500 E160th Place

» Costumes/Accessories Encouraged
» Finisher’s Medals
» Cash Prizes

> “Fun” Stations Along
the Course!

Register
Today!




Building Stronger Families in South Holland

Thursday, August14 | 6-8pm
South Holland Community Center
501 E170th St, South Holland, IL

Join us for an evening of connection, resources, and supportl
Parent Connect is a free provider fair designed to empower parents and
caregivers with tools and information to help their families thrive.

MEET LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS OFFERING SERVICES IN:
« Academic Support

+ Mental Health Awareness
+ Financial Assistance

* Modern Technology Tools

COLLECT VALUABLE HANDOUTS AND TAKE-HOME MATERIALS

ENTER OUR RAFFLE FOR PARENTS

ENJOY LIGHT REFRESHMENTS THROUGHOUT THE EVENING

1 | The Village of “}
Register Today! l . gt
. . Holland
we can build stronger families. T

Questions? Call 708.210.2900.
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July 18 « 7-9pm
Party Foul

From pop to rock to Motown, the musical selections of this fun and
entertaining band are sure to lift your spirits and bring the party!

August 8 * 7-9pm
House Music

featuring DJs Hula Mahone and Maurice Joshua
Enjoy an energetic night of house music with Grammy Award-winning

DJ Hula Mahone!l Opening DJ: Maurice Joshua

Veterans Memorial Park
Tickets: S10 per person

Get your tickets in advance at southholland.org!
Tickets also available at the gate.

South
Holland

Faith, Family,
& Future

The Village of ‘ (‘j

southhollond.org



